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He could hardly have been duped by the so-called stability of the nineteenth century since he could examine close at hand the fungoid nature of its development. He shouldered the burdens of private property unlike the modern business man. He was responsible for his works and responsible for his work-people. He lived beside the machines of his own material fortune and was respected by his neighbours and his friends. In 1895 he was elected unopposed to Parliament for the Bewdley division of Worcestershire, and in 1900 he was re-elected in the same manner. The proof of his local standing came in 1906, when in the Tariff Reform election he gained an easy victory. He returned to Westminster to fill his party's depleted ranks, not as the result of any histrionic artifice, but as the esteemed representative of a people by whom he was known and respected. His opponent had the bitter chagrin of a defeat by over two to one at the hands of an electorate that was bred straight and possessed the peasant wisdom to trust the right leader.
It would have been impossible that Mr. Baldwin's father should not have seen the gathering clouds. He was involved in the basic industries where the country's heart would first begin to falter. He could understand the warning of Joseph Chamberlain when fools refused to believe. He was Chairman of the Great Western Railway Company which was a powerful position in those days. Then the railways were the veins that carried the life-blood of a prosperous nation. Brunei had spanned the western hills and linked the valleys with an easy confidence in the early years of the century. It seemed that the early years of the next century might scarcely see that confidence maintained. Mr. Alfred Baldwin must have known intimately the ganger of those early days, who camped and poached his way across the heart of England. There was a broad, generous outlook among the men who swung their axes beneath an open sky. By 1906 they were a vanishing type and the responsible industrialist like Mr,